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Listing and Amendment of the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

* 

1-7. Cancelled. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for communicating a program signal, 

comprising the steps of: i 
encrypting ,the program signal using encryption information to produce an 

4 

encrypted program signal; 

dividing the encryption information into a plurality of encryption information 
portions; [ 

9 

communicating the encrypted program signal via a first communications 
channel, the encrypted program signal being transmitted via first transport packets, 
each first transport packet having a first identifier associated with the program signal; 
and 

communicating the plurality of encryption information portions via a second 
communications channel that is independent of the first communications channel, 
the encryption information portions being transmitted via second transport packets, 
each second transport packet having a second identifier associated with the 
encryption information , the first and second communications channels being 
associated with independent first and second transponders of a single data delivery 

4 

system . : 

* 
i 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein the 

step of communicating the plurality of encryption information portions comprises . 

communicating the plurality of encryption information portions via a plurality of 

communications channels that are independent of the first communications channel,. 

the first and the plurality of communications channels being associated with 

independent first and second transponders, respectively of a single data delivery 

system . 

* 

1 0. (Original) The method according to claim 9, wherein each of the 
plurality of encryption information portions is transmitted over a respective unique 

* » 
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one of the plurality of communications channels that is independent of the first 
communications channels. 

11. (Original) The method according to claim 9, wherein the program signal 
is representative of a television program, and the encryption information 
corresponds to an entitlement control message. 

1 2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of 
communications channels comprise satellite data paths. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 10, wherein the program 
signal is representative of a television program, and the encryption information 
corresponds to an entitlement control message. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving and processing a program 
signal, comprising: 

simultaneously receiving data via a plurality of communications channels, 
including receiving an encrypted program signal via a first communications channel, 
the encrypted program signal transmitted via first transport packets, each first 
transport packet having a first identifier associated with the program signal, and 
receiving a plurality of encryption information portions via a second communications 
channel that is independent of the first communications channel, the encrypted 
information portions transmitted via second transport packets, each second 
transport packet having a second identifier associated with encryption information* 
the first and second communications channels being associated with independent 
first and second transponders of a single data delivery system : 

assembling the plurality of encryption information portions to recover the 
encryption information; and 

decrypting the encrypted program signal using the recovered encryption 
information to generate the program signal. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein the 
step of receiving the plurality of encryption information portions comprises receiving 
the plurality of encryption information portions via a plurality of communications 
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channels that are independent of the first communications channel , the first and the 
plurality of communications channels being associated with inde pendent first and 
second transponders, respectively, of a single data delivery system , 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein each one of 
plurality of encryption information portions is received via a respective unique 
communications channel of the plurality of communications channels. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein the program 
signal corresponds to a television program signal and the encryption information 
comprises an entitlement control message. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 16, wherein the program 
signal corresponds to a television program signal and the encryption information 
comprises an entitlement control message. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving a television program 
signal via a satellite path, comprising: 

receiving a user command selecting a program associated with a first 
channel; 

simultaneously tuning to a plurality of channels to receive data via the plurality 
of channels, including receiving an encrypted program signal associated with the 
selected program via the first channel, the encrypted program signal transmitted via 
first transport packets, each first transport packet having a first identifier associated 
with a program signal, and receiving a plurality of encryption information portions via 
a second channel that is independent of the first channel, the encryption information 
portions transmitted via second transport packets, each second transport packet 
having a second identifier associated with encryption information , the first and 
second communications channels being associated with independent first and 
second transponders of a single data delivery system : 

assembling the plurality of encryption information portions to recover the 
encryption information; 

decrypting the encrypted program signal using the recovered encryption 
information to generate the program signal; 
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processing the program signal to generate a display signal. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 19, wherein the 
step of receiving the plurality of encryption information portions comprises receiving 
the plurality of encryption information portions via a plurality of channels that are 
independent of the first channe l the first and the plurality of communications 
channels being associated with independent first and second transponders, 
respectively, of a single data delivery system . 

21. (Original) The method according to claim 19, wherein each one of 
plurality of encryption information portions is received via a respective unique 
channel of the plurality of channels. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

means for simultaneously receiving data from a plurality of communications 
channels; 

control means, coupled to the receiving means, for selecting channels 
received by the receiving means; 

processing means, coupled to the receiving means r for processing data 
received via the plurality of communications channels; 

user input means for receiving user commands including selection of a 
program associated with a first communications channel, wherein 

the control means causes the receiving means to receive an encrypted 
program signals associated with the selected program via the first communications 
channel in response to a user command, the encrypted program signal transmitted 
via first transport packets, each first transport packet having a first identifier 
associated with a program signal, and receive a plurality of encryption information 
portions via a second communications channel that is independent of the first 
communications channel, the encryption information portions transmitted via second 
transport packets, each second transport packet having a second identifier 
associated with encryption Information Jhe first and second communications 
channels being associated with independent first and second transponders of a 
single data delivery system , the processing means assembling the encryption 



PAGE 5/7 ' RCVD AT 2/3/201 1 3:35:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVWTO-EFXM * DNISOTOO * CSID:609 734 6888 1 DURATION (mm*s):02-34 



FEB 0Cp20li 15:37 FR THOMSON LICENSING 609 734 G888 TO 815712738300 P . 06 

Customer No. 24498 

Attorney Docket No.: PU030061 

Final Office Action Dated: 01/05/2010 

information portions to generate the encryption information and decrypting the 
encrypted program signal using the assembled encryption information. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 
the receiving means receives the plurality of encryption information portions via a 
plurality of communications channels that are independent of the first 
communications channel , the first and the plurality of communic ations channels 
being associated with independent first and second transponders, re spectively, of a 
single data delivery system . 

24. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the receiving 
means receives each of the plurality of encryption information portions via a 
respective unique communications channels that is independent of the first 
communications channel. 

25. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the program 
comprises a television program and the encryption information comprises an 
entitlement control message. 

26. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the 
communications channels correspond to satellite transmission channels. 
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